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Introduction to the Collection
Jan Reiner, an architect and longtime resident of St. Petersburg, emphasizes the transformation of
the urban landscape in his works. According to Reiner, the urbanist “creates an environment
which serves public needs and is in harmony with nature.” A 1932 graduate of Prague University
in his native Czechoslovakia, Reiner later earned a masters degree in architecture at Harvard. His
extensive record of teaching, consulting, and design work brought him acclaim as an architect
that emphasized creative solutions to urban settlements. The Poynter Library celebrated his
contributions to “Architecture and Urbanism” in an exhibit of Reiner’s works from October 2002
through January 2003.
The articles, photocopied clippings, and research materials in the Reiner file illustrate his
professional contributions to the study of urban architecture. Nigel Watson donated many of the
materials in this file in February 2002, and supplemental items came from library research files.

Preservation Note
Materials in the Reiner Research File occupy one file folder. While preservation measures may
slow the physical deterioration of such items, these steps cannot prevent damage from occurring.
To prevent further damage to the fragile materials in this collection, avoid exposing them to light
for an extended period of time. Please report any tears or other damage so that library staff may
take appropriate preservation or conservation measures. Protective gloves should be worn when
handling all photographs. While no restrictions limit access to this collection, library staff will
evaluate photocopying or digitization requests on an individual basis to ensure the long-term
preservation of this unique collection. Patrons using this collection must adhere to copyright and
fair-use guidelines and provide proper citation of sources appearing in their research.

Provenance of the Jan Reiner Research File
This collection falls under the Local and Regional History provenance of the Special Collections
and Archives department, Nelson Poynter Memorial Library, USF St. Petersburg.

Scope and Contents
The contents occupy one archival envelope (approximately 0.2 linear foot).

